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Worksheet 2
Causes of Globalization 1: Role of Information Technology in Globalization

Advancement in Communication and Information Technology
A Survey on Everyday Life

	i)
	Have you ever ‘surfed the Net’ to find information for your homework or projects?

	ii)
	Do you have your own webpage?

	iii)
	Have you ever traveled by plane to places outside Hong Kong?

	iv)
	Have you ever downloaded any MP3 music or movie from the Internet?

	v)
	Have you ever traveled by train to places outside Hong Kong?

	vi)
	Have you ever watched any live satellite-transmitted T.V. programmes or news reports (such as World Cup, Olympic Games and September-11 Incident)?

	vii)
	Have you ever traveled by car to places outside Hong Kong?

	viii)
	Have you ever made long-distance calls to contact your overseas friends or relatives?

	ix)
	Have you ever traveled by ship to places outside Hong Kong?

	x)
	Do you use Email?

	xi)
	Have you ever used the Internet to send personal information (such as photos or articles) to your friends or relatives?

	xii)
	Do you have the experience of ICQ?


1. With the above, do you think people have been brought closer to each other or kept more distant?

	Suggested answer: Closer.


2. Categorize the following:

	Getting instant information from all over the world
	i, iv, vi, viii, x, xii

	Going to places around the world to obtain local information in person 
	iii, v, vii, ix

	Sending instant information to various places in the world
	ii, viii, x, xi, xii


3. Some people define ‘Globalization’ as “compressing the world into one to which everyone belongs regardless of national boundary, race, gender, religion, etc.” Do you agree? Why?

	Suggested answer: Free responses from students.


The World Compressed - Transport
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Map of the World in 1503
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Ptolemy
From: Gregor Reisch, Margarita philosophica. [Freiburg, Joannes Schott, 1503.]
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Map of the World in 1507 (The first world map that refers to the American Continent as ‘America’)

[image: image31.jpg]



Martin Waldseemüller
[The 1507 globular map of the world. St. Die, 1507.]
This is the first globular map to use the term “America” in designating the continents of the New World.
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A World Map of Today
4. How has the world changed as shown in the above three maps?

	Suggested answer: The world is expanding/The world known by human beings 

	has been expanding continuously.


5. Why was there such a change?

	Suggested answer: Human being understand the world better with 

	advancement in science and technology, and so can draw maps of the

	world more accurately.


Voyages Compared 
Match the items in the column under ‘Voyage’ with those in the column under ‘Time Required to Complete’.

	
	
	Voyage
	
	
	
	
	Time Required to Complete
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	1.
	Columbus, with a crew of 50, left Spain in 1492 on the ship Santa Maria and two other ships. He crossed the Atlantic Ocean and first arrived at the Bahamas in Central America.
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	(
	a.
	3 years 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2.
	In 1519, Magellan departed Spain with 5 vessels in his command. He sailed across the Atlantic, rounded South America, across the Pacific, and reached the Philippines, where he was killed. His fleet continued with the journey. It crossed the Indian Ocean, rounded the Cape of Good Hope, and then headed north along the west coast of Africa. Finally one of the vessels managed to return to Spain.
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	(
	b.
	31 hours 21 minutes and 14 seconds 
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	3.
	In 1819, the first steamboat Savannah crossed the Atlantic Ocean. 
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	c.
	72 days

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.
	In a novel written by Jules Verne, the leading character Phileas Fogg bet with someone on his round-the-world journey.
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	(
	d.
	3 days 20 hours and 42 minutes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: image6.jpg]



	5.
	In 1937, liner Queen Mary crossed the Atlantic Ocean and broke the then world record.
	(
	
	(
	e.
	80 days 
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	6.
	On 17 August 1995, a passenger plane flew around the world once.
	(
	
	(
	f.
	28 days 11 hours 


6. In the matching, what have you observed?

	Suggested answer: People are pushing the boundary of world exploration  

	further and further/the time required to traveling around the world is becoming

	shorter; a transnational transport network is gradually being formed


7. What impact do such explorations have on society?

	Suggested answer: They  facilitate human contact and the flow of information, 

	providing the pre-conditions for global activities.




The following table shows flight information at the Hong Kong International Airport. How does the information reflect the fact that ‘the world has been compressed’?

	Time
	Flight
	From
	Hall Arrive at
	Airline

	14:10 
	JL 733 
	Tokyo
	A 
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 Japan Airlines 

	14:15 
	LH 730 
	Munich
	A 
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 Lufthansa 

	14:15 
	TG 629 
	Seoul/Incheon
	B 
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 Thai Airways 

	14:20 
	TG 628 
	Bangkok
	A 
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 Thai Airways 

	14:30 
	CI 607 
	Taipei
	A 
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 China Airlines 

	14:30 
	MU 579 
	Shanghai
	A 
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 China Eastern 

	14:35 
	JD 621 
	Tokyo
	A 
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 JAS 

	14:40 
	LX 138 
	Zurich
	B 
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 SWISS 

	14:45 
	CX 501 
	Tokyo
	B 
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 Cathay Pacific 

	14:45 
	SQ 862 
	Singapore
	A 
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 Singapore Airline 

	14:50 
	EK 380 
	Dubai
	A 
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 Emirates Airline 

	14:55 
	CX 714 
	Jakarta
	B 
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 Cathay Pacific 

	14:55 
	GF 152 
	Muscat
	A 
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 Gulf Air 

	14:55 
	KA 060 
	Api
	B 
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 Dragonair 

	15:00 
	CX 110 
	Sydney
	B 
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 Cathay Pacific 

	15:00 
	CX 511 
	Fukuoka
	B 
	[image: image23.png]


 Cathay Pacific 


Reference Website:

To see information regarding flights arriving in Hong Kong, go to the homepage of the Airport Authority: http://www.hongkongairport.com/eng/index.jsp. Then click on the link ‘Passenger Arrival’ under Heading ‘Flight Information’.

The World Compressed - Correspondence

Do you know?
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8. The above sources show that for a long time human being did not make much improvement in the means of communication. Today, the Speedpost service offered by Hong Kong Post undertakes to deliver mails to major destinations in the world on the next day. What do you think has made the arrangement possible?

	Suggested answer: It is due to advanced global communication facilities and 

	network, back-up support services, and international cooperation, etc.

	


9. Which of the following ways do you use most often to communicate with your overseas friends and relatives?  Put a ( in the appropriate box(es).


	(
	Letter
	(
	Telegram

	(
	Long-distance call
	(
	Internet phone

	(
	Fax
	(
	E-mail

	(
	ICQ
	(
	Others（Specify____________）

	(
	Video chat
	
	



10. Are you familiar with the following signs and visual images?


11. Have you ever watched or received such images and information through live satellite broadcasts or instant messages on the Internet?  

	Suggested answer: Free answers

	


12. Do you think these advanced means of disseminating information will make people feel “they are part of the whole world regardless of their nationality, race, gender and religion”? Why?

	Suggested answer: Free answers 

	


Group Discussion

What impact do you think advanced transport and communication technology have on human beings? Has it facilitated human communications, enhanced global awareness, or increased the influence of developed powers on other countries? Support your view with examples in real life.

After group discussion, summarize the opinions of group members and fill in the form below.
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Do you know the origin of the Marathon? 


In the First Persian-Greece War (490 B.C.), the Greek city state Athens defeated Persia in a plain named Marathon. An Athenian named Pheidippides ran for 40 km to Athens to report the good news. He died from exhaustion after saying the word “victory”. In 1896, the first modern Olympic Games was held in Athens, and the Marathon event was held to commemorate Pheidippides.





The Han Dynasty (Western Han 206 B.C.- 24 A.D.; Eastern Han 25 A.D. - 200 A.D.) inherited from the Qin Dynasty a system of courier stations to form a postal network all over China. The stations were li from each other. Those along the border were 15-25 li apart. Stations specifically for officials differ in their provision of service in terms of transport, meal and accommodation facilities..





The Roman Empire (1-476 A.D.), established its centre in the present city of Rome, Italy and built a huge road system, which enabled the postmen to deliver letters and documents on horseback to places as far as Britain and North Africa. 





In 1860-61, express postal service became available in the West of the United States, using horses as the means of transport. The postman would change horses every 16 –24 km. The recruitment advertisements asked for skinny young men good at horse riding and willing to risk their lives, and orphans would be given preference.











We believe that advanced transport and communication technological development have influenced human beings in the following ways: 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________





Examples:__________________________ _________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________
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