The family in the 17th century

a) Objectives
· Analyze and understand numerical information contained in a text.
· Formulate hypothesis and argument them.
· Compare different situations and realities.
b) Skills

· Oral and written comprehension.
· Oral and written expression
c) Description of the activity

· This activity is suitable for groups of three or four students o pairs of students. They complete the activities from the hand out.
· Later on, the whole group will correct and discuss about the differences between families in the XVII century and nowadays.
d) Evaluation

It will be based on:
· Written activities – small groups or pair work – graded according to the standards for written work.

· Oral presentation of the groups or pairs.

· Individual participation in general discussion. 
Here you have a text with information taken from a French Church of the 17th century. Read the text and answer the following questions:

· How old was Jacques Bernard when he died? What about his first wife?

· How many children did they have? How many children survived?

· Calculate intervals between the births of each child and order them from the oldest to the youngest.

· How old were the children when they died? Do you believe there was a high mortality rate in the 17th century? Enumerate reasons that support your ideas.

· How old were the women in the text when they got married? Compare this case with the situation nowadays. Please enumerate differences in case they exist.

· How many children do usually families have in Spain nowadays? What are differences in comparison to the family described in the text? Why do you think people have this number of children in each moment?
· Enumerate five differences between families in the XVII century and nowadays.

· Finally, how do you explain the fact that the birth rate in Spain is one of the lowest in the world?

Jacques Bernard was born in Paris on the 19th may 1664. When he was 23 years old he married Barbara Pigeon who had the same age.

Their first child, Nicolas, was born in February 1688 and died in November of the same year. John was born in 1691 but he died at the age of 15 in 1706.In April of 1693, Barbara gave birth her first daughter, Margaret, who died one year later. The same way, Joseph, born in 1695, died in 1703.
Only two girls survived their parents: Barbara and Mary born in 1698 and 1703; the first daughter, married Jacques Cordonett in 1722 and Mary married Laurent Montand in 1728.

The mother, Barbara Pigeon, died on the 23rd November 1703 when she was giving birth. Once a widower, Jacques Bernard got married again in 1704. His second wife was Catherine Picot who got married at the age of 33 years. They had only a son whose name was Steve and was born two years after Jacques and Catherine married. Jacques died in April 1715.
POPULATION IN EUROPE DURING THE MODERN AGE

a) Objectives
· Describe the evolution of the population during the Modern Age.
· Formulate hypothesis and contrast it with a text.
· Elaborate graphs.
· Analyze the factors that influenced in the demographic evolution.
b) Skills

-  Written and oral comprehension.

-   Oral and written expression.

c) Description of the activity

· The students will formulate a hypothesis that will contrast with the information from a text.
· Students will work in pairs completing the questionnaire and elaborating graphs.
· Corrections will be made with the whole group.
d) Evaluation
· Participation in the correction.
· Pair work.
· After correction the students will be given a chart to elaborate a graph. Teacher will mark the graphs as class work.
POPULATION IN EUROPE DURING THE MODERN AGE

· Why do you think it is difficult to know exactly the population in Europe during the 15th and the 16th centuries? 
· Calculate the growth of the European population between 1500 and 1600 using the information from the chart.
	Country
	1400
	1500
	1600
	1700
	1800
	1900

	SPAIN


	5.300.000
	7.000.000
	8.500.000
	7.500.000
	10.500.000
	19.950.000

	FRANCE


	4.900.000
	6.000.000
	8.000.000
	9.300.000
	26.300.000
	39.000.000

	ITALY


	7.000.000
	10.000.000
	12.000.000
	13.000.000
	19.000.000
	37.000.000

	ENGLAND

AND

WALES


	10.000.000
	19.000.000
	25.000.000
	40.000.000
	85.000.000
	90.000.000


· Elaborate a graph that represents the evolution of the population. Use a colour for each country.
· Why do you think that the growth is spectacular between 1500 and 1600? What about 1800 and 1900.
· Explain in a few lines the evolution of the European population.  Use information from the text.
European population in the 15th and 16th centuries
Nowadays, one person of each seven lives in Europe but in the XVI century only one of four human beings was European.
It is really difficult to know exactly the European population in the XVI century because Governments did not have reliable statistics and the documents used to calculate taxes sometimes were incomplete or inexact since not all social groups were supposed to pay taxes.

According to several historians, Europe had a population of 80 millions of inhabitants in 1500 and it increased to 104 million inhabitants in 1600
The population began to rise in 1450 and this tendency continued until 1560. From 1560 to 1640 population was stable because of the effect of wars, famines and epidemics.

At the end of the XVI century there were a larger number of births, however the death rate was higher: it was supposed to be of 25%. 
Life expectancy was very low, a new born used to live between 25 or 30 years. Wars and Emigration to America evidenced a lack of young men.
Population rose considerably between 1500 and 1550 because natural disasters disappeared and the favourable economic situation conditioned early marriages so the fertility rate could be increased. The population growth was very important as it generated an economic expansion as well as allowed the conquest and occupation of America

